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The Coordination of the Policy for Educational 
System is the responsability of 

• The Ministry of Education 
(Tiago Rodrigues) 

  
• The Ministry of Science, Technology and Higher 

Education  
( Manuel Heitor)



Portuguese Educational System

• 3-5 years old
Pre-school 
education

• 1st cycle ( 4 years) 
• 2nd cycle (2 years) 
• 3rd cycle (3 years) 
• Upper secondary education (3 years) 

Compulsory 
Education

• University 
• Polytechnics

Higher 
Education
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• Pre-school education :  

✓  Optional  

✓Provided in state run – free of charge 

✓Provided in private nursery schools – fees are 
paid
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• Compulsory Education: 

✓1st cycle – one generalist teacher; usually 
supported by other teachers in specialised 
areas (music, english, physical education…) 

✓2nd cycle – subject specialist teachers or 
curricular area teachers 

✓3rd cycle and Upper Secondary School – 
specialist teachers
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• Parents cooperation 

➢They participate through their representatives 
in the General Council and in the class teachers 
assembly 

➢Each class has a class director who sets 
contacts between parents and school
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• Direction of public schools

General 
Council Pedagocic 

Board

Directive Board Administrative 
Board
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Number of students enrolled - Total 
1978  
2017

1 848 646 
2 020 494

In the Pre – school 
1961 
2017

6 528 
252 959

In the 1st cycle 
1961 
2017

887 235 
404 010

In the 2nd cycle 
1961 
2017

78 064 
225 794

In the 3rd cycle 
1961 
2017

101 172 
370 202
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In the upper secondary school 
1961 
2017

13 116 
399 775

In Higher school 
1978 
2017

81 582 
361 943
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